Clinical profile of calcific and noncalcific chronic pancreatitis in north India.
To compare the clinical profile of calcific and noncalcific chronic pancreatitis (CP) in north India. The profile of calcific CP has not been adequately studied. Detailed demographic data were recorded; hematologic, biochemical, and radiologic investigations were carried out on 225 patients with CP. The patients were divided into calcific and noncalcific groups based on the presence of pancreatic calcification, which was detected on computed tomography. Calcific CP was reported in 46.7% of the patients and noncalcific CP in 53.3%. The mean age, duration of symptoms before presentation, sex ratio, body mass index, and frequency of various symptoms and complications including abdominal pain, ascites, pleural effusion, and segmental portal hypertension was not statistically different between the 2 groups. However, pseudocysts occurred more frequently in noncalcific CP, whereas jaundice because of bile duct stricture, diabetes mellitus, and steatorrhea occurred more frequently in patients with calcific CP (P<0.05). On comparing calcific and noncalcific alcoholic pancreatitis, only steatorrhea was reported more frequently in patients with calcific alcoholic CP. However, pseudocysts and segmental portal hypertension occurred more frequently in noncalcific idiopathic CP, whereas diabetes mellitus occurred more frequently in patients with calcific idiopathic CP (P<0.05). On comparing calcific alcoholic CP with calcific idiopathic CP, we found significantly lower mean age in patients with idiopathic CP and a higher frequency of male patients and pseudocysts in alcoholic CP (P<0.05). Calcific CP has a higher frequency of bile duct stricture, diabetes mellitus, and steatorrhea, whereas noncalcific CP has higher frequency of pseudocysts and segmental portal hypertension.